SOLOMON   ISLANDS'   CANOES

PERHAPS the Solomon Islands are more cele-
brated for their canoes than for anything else,
and if so, I think with reason. Not even the gon-
dolas of Venice are more exquisitely graceful than
these little boats. They are made of bent planks
of wood held together with strong thwarts and
cemented with a kind of gum obtained from a tree.
The stern is always carried up to a considerable
height, like the bow of a gondola, and in large
canoes both bow and stern are of the same graceful
shape. They are narrow and have no outrigger, but
sit on the water literally " like a duck/' When the
bow is not carried up in the gondola form I have
mentioned, it is often made to represent a shark's
head, and always in a canoe of any pretensions
whatever there is a large amount of inlaying work,
the designs being quaint and conventional, but cer-
tainly not without merit.
I suppose these canoes are the most "crank" craft
in the world, yet the natives can take them out in
fairly rough weather, and always manage them
wonderfully* The paddles are short and thin, and
are used indifferently on either side, two or three
strokes on one side, then two or three on
the other, and so on. In all the villages that we
visited in this group we found one or two canoe-